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be accounted for in this way, I think no theist can
doubt. But the question betwixt you and me is, con-
cerning the continuation of it, when once begun: and
so far we are agreed as to this that I hold as well as
you that the continuation of motion, as well as the
beginning of it, is to be ascribed to Mind. But we
differ on these two points. First, you say that .the
supreme Mind is the immediate cause of the continuation
of motion, whereas I say it is inferior minds. Secondly, we
differ as to the manner in which this continued motion
is produced by Mind; for you say it is by an original
impression made upon the body, by virtue of which,
being once set in motion, it continues to be moved till
it is stopped by something external. Whereas I main-
tain that it continues in motion, not by virtue of any
original impression made upon it, but by the constant
agency of Mind. This is the question fairly stated
betwixt us, and you know well that in all questions, and
particularly in such subtle metaphysical questions, doubt
that is distinctly stated may be said to be half solved.

As to the first of these questions, I suppose your
proposition that God is the immediate author of motion,
is confined to unorganized bodies, such as are commonly
said to be inanimate, and not extended, to our bodies
or the bodies of other animals. For, otherwise, your
philosophy would be the same as the philosophy of
Dr Priestley, who believes (as I am informed) in God,
but maintains that God is the immediate author of our
motions, as well as of the motions of other animals; and
that therefore animals have no minds, but are mere
machines. But, if you allow that animals have a mind
of their own which moves them, I think it is difficult to
stop, and to say that they are so moved, but that vege-
tables, and unorganized bodies, are moved by the supreme
Mind; and therefore I have said (p. 58) that Dr Priestleynt Metap&ysics. -~Er>.of the motion was derived. We are agreed Irticular thing, I am sure is the notionas the system of the Universe, with which
